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Justin Gifford
STREET POISON: THE LiFE AND TIMES OF ICEBERG SLIM (Doubleday, 2015—
N.A.): Rights available.

The first and definitive biography of one of America's bestselling,
notorious, and influential writers of the twentieth century: Iceberg
Slim, né Robert Beck, author of the multimillion-copy
memoir Pimp and such equally popular novels as Trick Baby and Mama
Black Widow. From a career as a, yes, ruthless pimp in the '40s and
'50s, Iceberg Slim refashioned himself as the first and still the greatest
of "street lit" masters, whose vivid books have made him an icon to
such rappers as Ice-T, Jay-Z, and Snoop Dogg and a presiding spirit of
"blaxploitation" culture. You can't understand contemporary black (and even American) culture
without reckoning with Iceberg Slim and his many acolytes and imitators.

JUSTIN GIFFORD

Literature professor Justin Gifford has been researching the life and work of Robert Beck for a
decade, culminating in Street Poison, a colorful and compassionate biography of one of the
most complicated figures in twentieth-century literature. Drawing on a wealth of archival
material—including FBI files, prison records, and interviews with Beck, his wife, and his
daughters—Gifford explores the sexual trauma and racial violence Beck endured that led to his
reinvention as Iceberg Slim, one of America's most infamous pimps of the 1940s and '50s. From
pimping to penning his profoundly influential confessional autobiography, Pimp, to his
involvement in radical politics, Gifford's biography illuminates the life and works of one of
American literature's most unique renegades.

Roland Lazenby
MINDGAMES: PHIL JACKSON’S LONG STRANGE JOURNEY: (Bison, 2007—N.A.):
Rights available.

MIND GAMES follows the journey of Phil Jackson to the top of
basketball’s coaching hierarchy, a rise that took him from obscurity in
in dgam es the Continental Basketball Association to n_ine.r _charppionship rings in
the NBA. Along the way he turned multimillionaire players on to
ROLAND LAZENBY Wik iyl meditation, transformed the Michael Jordan-led Chicago Bulls from a
= 3 one-man show to a five-man team of domination, and after battling
with Bulls management, ended one dynasty to start another on the
West Coast.
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Sportswriter Roland Lazenby, author of the bestselling BLOOD ON THE HORNS, reveals the
fascinating story of Jackson's life, from his years with the New York Knicks under the legendary
Red Holzman to his remarkable nine championships coaching first the Chicago Bulls and then
the Los Angeles Lakers.

In MIND GAMES Lazenby compellingly portrays a man with a unique determination to control
the competitive environment he inhabits. A clear picture of the Jackson mystique emerges:
philosopher, teacher, manipulator, counselor, psychologist, shaman, champion, master of mind
games.

Brian McGinty
LINCOLN’S GREATEST CASE: THE RIVER, THE BRIDGE, AND THE MAAKING OF AMERICA
(Norton/Liveright, 2014—N.A.): Rights available.

The untold story of how one sensational trial propelled a self-taught
lawyer and a future president into the national spotlight.

In the early hours of May 6, 1856, the steamboat Effie Afton barreled
into a pillar of the Rock Island Bridge—the first railroad bridge ever to
i span the Mississippi River. Soon after, the newly constructed vessel,
crowded with passengers and livestock, erupted into flames and sank in
the river below, taking much of the bridge with it.
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As lawyer and Lincoln scholar Brian McGinty dramatically reveals in Lincoln's Greatest Case, no
one was killed, but the question of who was at fault cried out for an answer. Backed by
powerful steamboat interests in St. Louis, the owners of the Effie Afton quickly pressed suit,
hoping that a victory would not only prevent the construction of any future bridges from
crossing the Mississippi but also thwart the burgeoning spread of railroads from Chicago. The
fate of the long-dreamed-of transcontinental railroad lurked ominously in the background, for if
rails could not cross the Mississippi by bridge, how could they span the continent all the way to
the Pacific?

The official title of the case was Hurd et al. v. The Railroad Bridge Company, but it could have
been St. Louis v. Chicago, for the transportation future of the whole nation was at stake.
Indeed, was it to be dominated by steamboats or by railroads? Conducted at almost the same
time as the notorious Dred Scott case, this new trial riveted the nation’s attention. Meanwhile,
Abraham Lincoln, already well known as one of the best trial lawyers in lllinois, was summoned
to Chicago to join a handful of crack legal practitioners in the defense of the bridge. While
there, he succesfully helped unite the disparate regions of the country with a truly
transcontinental rail system and, in the process, added to the stellar reputation that vaulted
him into the White House less than four years later.



Re-creating the Effie Afton case from its unlikely inception to its controversial finale, McGinty
brilliantly animates this legal cauldron of the late 1850s, which turned out to be the most
consequential trial in Lincoln's nearly quarter century as a lawyer. Along the way, the tall prairie
lawyer's consummate legal skills and instincts are also brought to vivid life, as is the history of
steamboat traffic on the Mississippi, the progress of railroads west of the Appalachians, and the
epochal clashes of railroads and steamboats at the river’s edge.

Lincoln's Greatest Case is legal history on a grand scale and an essential first act to a pivotal
Lincoln drama we did not know was there.
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Michele Simon, J.D., M.P.H.
APPETITE FOR PROFIT: HOW THE FOOD INDUSTRY UNDERMINES OUR HEALTH AND
How To FIGHT BAcK (Nation, 2007—N.A.): Rights available.

The United States is currently embroiled in a national debate over the
growing public health crisis caused by poor diet. People are starting to
ask who is to blame and how can we fix the problem, especially among

THE FOOD
INDUSTRY Y children. Major food companies are responding with a massive public
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OUR HEALTH relations campaign. These companies, including McDonald's, Coca-

AND HOW TO Cola, Kraft, and General Mills, are increasingly on the defensive. In
A response, they pretend to sell healthier food and otherwise position
themselves as "part of the solution." Yet they continue to lobby against
commonsense nutrition policies. Appetite for Profit exposes this hypocrisy and explains how to
fight back by offering reliable resources. Readers will learn how to spot the PR and how to
organize to improve food in schools and elsewhere. For the first time, author Michele Simon
explains why we cannot trust food corporations to "do the right thing." She describes the local
battles of going up against the powerful food lobbies and offers a comprehensive guide to the
public relations, front groups, and lobbying tactics that food companies employ to trick the
American public. Simon also provides an entertaining glossary that explains corporate rhetoric,
including phrases like "better-for-you foods" and "frivolous lawsuit."

MICHELE SIMON
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Iceberg Slim
SHETANI’S SISTER (Vintage, 2015—N.A.; Mlada fronta, 2016—Czech
Republic): Rights available.

From the multi-million copy master of vernacular black literature and
pioneeer of hip hop culture, a masterpiece of crime fiction set in Los

SHETANI'S Angeles' meanest, toughest streets.
SISTER

I:EBE“E Here is the newly discovered novel by Iceberg Slim, the creator and
undisputed master of African-American "street literature," a man who

SI.IMUJUFS[IF”E profoundly influenced hip hop and rap culture and probably has sold
more books than any other black American author of the twentieth
century (not that he saw the royalties from those sales). In many ways Iceberg Slim's most
mature fictional work, Shetani's Sister relates, in taut, evocative vernacular torn straight from
the street corner, the deadly duel between two complex anitheroes: Sergeant Russell Rucker,
an LAPD vice detective attempting to clean up street prostitution and police corruption, and
Shetani (Swahili for Satan), a veteran master pimp who controls his stable of whores with
violence and daily doses of heroin.




